Spring 2012 Gospel Meeting
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WHY BE A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH OF
CHRIST?

Sunday AM Class: Gary Holderby — Descriptions Of The
Church

Sunday AM Lesson : Chris Simmons — Because It Was
Divinely Planned

Sunday PM Lesson: Jonathan Hinds — Because It Is All
Sufficient In Purpose

Monday: Richard Lidh — Because It Teaches The
Revealed Plan Of Salvation

Tuesday: Wesley Jobe — Because It Is Scriptural In
Worship

Wednesday: Bruce Molock — Because It Is Scriptural In
Organization

Thursday: Terry Hicks — Because It Is Scriptural In Work

Why Be A Member Of The Church Of Christ?

BECAUSE SALVATION
IS IN THE CHURCH
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Eph 5:23 “For the husband is the head
of the wife, as Christ also is the head of
the church, (being) himself the saviour

of the body.”

WHAT IS SALVATION?

“In the NT, salvationis deliverance from sin and its
spiritual consequences, involving an attachment to
the body of Christ, and admission to eternal life with

blessedness in the kingdom of Christ” (the complete word
Study Dictionary: New Testament)

Acts 16:30 “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?”

Man needs saving. Isaiah 59:1-2; Romans 6:23

Christ is the saviour. Luke 19:10 “For the Son of man
came to seek and save that which was lost.”

What is the Church?

ekklesia:“to call out of” ...
“the called out ones”

10 (]

Body of the Saved

“Called out” of darkness

An Assembly
by God, by the gospel
-Israel,Acts 7:38 2 Thessalonians 2:14
-Riot,Acts 19:32, 41 The Redeemed
-Gov'tbody, Acts 19:39 Matthew 16:18
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Matthew 16:18

“And | also say to thee, that thou art Peter,
and upon this rock | will build My
and the gates of Hades shall not pr

againstlit.]

Church = Singular in number

It = Singular in number
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“There is one body
(Ephesians 4:4)
Body = church

(Ephesians 1:22-23)

Thus:
ONE CHURCH

N
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CHRIST
Baptized into In heaven
CHURCH
(Unlversal)
CHURCH On earth
(Local) Local Church  Local Church
(elders, deacons, saints) Acts 11:22ff Revelation 2:1
A_c_tsIfl.'Zé’,' Churches of Christ
Philippians 1:1 Romans 16:16

CAN A MAN BE SAVED OUTSIDE
THE CHURCH?

Many say that a man does not have to be
a member of the church to be saved.

If a man can be saved out of the church,

then why be in it?

a. If there is no salvation in it, then why preach
and work to get folks to become a member of
it?

b. Such labors would not be for the purpose of
saving the lost, but rather for the purpose of
building up nothing more than a social club.

CAN A MAN BE SAVED
OUTSIDE THE CHURCH?

Membership in the church of Christ is essential
to salvation.

Ephesians 5:23 “For the husband is the head of
the wife, as Christ also is the head of the

church, (being) himself the saviour of the
body.”

CAN A MAN BE SAVED
OUTSIDE THE CHURCH?

The importance of the church is seen by a
consideration of what the Bible teaches is in the
church.

The church is the fullness of Christ (Ephesians
1:22-23), whatever is said to be “in Christ”
cannot be had outside of the body of Christ.
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SALVATION IS IN THE CHURCH

It is purchased by the blood of Christ. Ephesians
5:25; Acts 20:28; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Romans 5:8-9 By his blood we are:
Justified. Romans 5:9
Saved from wrath. Romans 5:9
Reconciled to God. Romans 5:10

Those NOT in the church have NOT been bought
by the blood of Christ!
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SALVATION IS IN THE CHURCH

Reconciliationis in the church. Ephesians 2:16
Man needs reconciliation. cf. Isaiah 59:1-2

SALVATION IS IN THE CHURCH

The inheritance is in the church. Galatians 3:26-29
A person is either a child of God or a child of the Devil

Man must be reconciled to be saved. (John 8:42-44)
cf. Romans 5:10 One must be a child in thg family of God (the hoyse of
Reconciliation commanded. 2 Corinthians 5:10 f?.?rzmiﬁi %hggh of the living God k0 b BIRHAH

One must be a child in the family of God to be a “joint-
As the body is the church (Ephesians 1:22-23) and heir with Christ.” Romans 8:16-17
reconciliationis in the body, then reconciliation is

possible ONLY in the church.
Those NOT in the church are NOT reconciled!

Those NOT in the church, are NOT children of God,
NOT an “heir.” (cf. 1 Peter 1:5)

SALVATION IS IN THE CHURCH SALVATION IS IN THE CHURCH

Sanctification is in the church. Ephesians 5:25-26 The church will be presented a “glorious” church.

Definition: “To purify by expiation, free from the
guilt of sin” 1 Corinthians 6:11; Ephesians 5:26
(Thayer)

Church in Corinth “sanctified.” 1 Corinthians 1:2
Inheritance among the “sanctified.” Acts 20:32

Ephesians 5:26-27

“Metaphorically, a glorious Church, signifying the
Church adorned in pure and splendid raimentas a
bride (Ephesians 5:27)” (The Complete Word Study
Dictionary)

“Figuratively equivalent to free from sin,
(Ephesians 5:27)" (Thayer)

Those NOT in the church are NOT among the
sanctified.

Those NOT in the church, are NOT so honored.

SALVATION IS IN THE CHURCH SALVATION IS IN THE CHURCH

Justification is in the church. Deliveranceis in the church. Colossians 1:13; cf.

Need for justification. Romans 3:20, 24
The called are the justified. Romans 8:30
The called are in the body. Colossians 3:15
The body is the church. Ephesians 1:22-23

Those NOT in the church, are NOT justified.

Matthew 16:18
There are only two spiritual kingdoms — the kingdom
of Satan and the kingdom of Christ.
Can a person be saved while a part of the kingdom
of Satan?
If not, he must become a citizen of the kingdom of Christ
in order to be saved. But the kingdom is the church.
A person must be a citizen of the kingdom to be saved.
Our citizenship is in heaven. (Philippians 3:20)

Therefore, those NOT in the kingdom of Christ are NOT

delivered. (cf. Acts 26:16-18)
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SALVATION IS IN THE CHURCH SALVATION IS IN THE CHURCH

To be “in Christ,” is to be “in the church of Christ,

All spiritual blessings are “in Christ” Ephesians 1:3 . which is his body.”

Since the church is described as “the fullness of
Christ” (Ephesians 1:22-23), whatever is said to
be “in Christ” cannot be had outside the body of
Christ, the church of Christ.

All spiritual blessings, Ephesians 1:3
Redemption, Ephesians 1:7
Forgiveness, Ephesians 1:7
Inheritance, Ephesians 1:11
New creature, 2 Corinthians 5:17
Salvation, 2 Timothy 2:10
No condemnation, Romans 8:1
Eternal life, 1 John 5:11-12

WHO WERE WHO WERE
SALVATION IS IN THE CHURCH soomr: HO WL
Saved added to the church Acts 2:47 KIV
The requirements of salvation and the

requirements of church membership are the
same.

ved Added To Christ’s Church Q
2:47 “praising God, and having favor i all

e peo ple. And the Lor p them ddy By day

The LOST are not members of the Lord’s church.
The SAVED are members of the Lord’s church.

Those NOT in the church, NOT added to the saved. Acts 2:41
"They then that received his word were baptized: and
there were@ddedunto them) in that day about three

thousand souls.

IF SALVATION IS NOT IN THE CHURCH IF SALVATION IS NOT IN THE CHURCH
THEN... THEN...

Saved without the blood of Christ.
Saved without reconciliation.

Christ came in vain. cf. John 1:29
Matthew 1:21 “and she shall bring forth a

Saved without being a child of God.
Saved without sanctification.
Saved without glory.

Saved without deliverance.

Saved without being “in Christ.”
Saved without baptism.
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son; and thou shalt call his name JESUS; for
it is he that shall save his people from their
sins.”
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IF SALVATION IS NOT IN THE CHURCH
THEN...

Lived in vain.

Hebrews 4:15 “...hath been in all points
tempted like as (we are, yet) without sin.”
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IF SALVATION IS NOT IN THE CHURCH
THEN...

Died in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:3 “...that Christ died for our
sins according to the scriptures.”

IF SALVATION IS NOT IN THE CHURCH
THEN...

Raised for no purpose.

Romans 4:25 “raised for our justification.”

IF SALVATION IS NOT IN THE CHURCH
THEN...

Men saved in ignorance. cf. Matthew 28:19

Acts 17:30 “The times of ignorance therefore
God overlooked; but now he commandeth
men that they should all everywhere repent.”

IF SALVATION IS NOT IN THE CHURCH
THEN...

Preaching the gospel would be useless.
Mark 16:15-16 “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to the whole creation He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved...” cf. Rom.
1:16

Obedience would be meaningless. cf. 2
Thessalonians 1:8

Baptism would be pointless. cf. Acts 2:38, 47;
1 Peter 3:21
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Ephesians 5:23 “For the husband is the
head of the wife, as Christ also is the
head of the church, (being) himself the
saviour of the body.”




